
Emory, Lilly, NIAID  
Join for COVID-19 
Clinical Trial  

Emory University and Eli Lilly have developed a strategy for studying 
the safety and efficacy of an anti-inflammatory drug baricitinib as 
a potential treatment for patients hospitalized with COVID-19. 
The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) 

announced in May it has agreed to evaluate a treatment regimen of the 
investigational antiviral remdesivir, plus the anti-inflammatory baricitinib, 
as part of the international Adaptive COVID-19 Treatment Trial (ACTT). 
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New Emory President 
Set to Arrive this 
Summer  

On April 7, The Emory 
University Board of Trustees 
announced that Gregory 
L. Fenves, president of 

The University of Texas (UT) at Austin, 
was elected as the 21st president of Emory 
University by a unanimous vote of the 
board. Fenves is set to assume office on 
August 1, 2020.

Fenves succeeds Claire E. Sterk, who 
announced her retirement in November 
2019 after serving as Emory’s president 
since 2016. 

Fenves’ unanimous election by the board took place after the Presidential 
Selection Committee led an intensive international search that included more 
than 40 listening sessions throughout the Emory community and confidential 
interviews with diverse and prominent candidates. 

The selection committee was impressed with the enormous impact Fenves 
had on UT Austin during his 12 years, first as dean of the engineering school, 
then as provost and finally as president. Under Fenves’ leadership, UT Austin 
has prioritized its outstanding faculty, cross-disciplinary research and student 
success, and launched the first new medical school at a top-tier research 
university in nearly 50 years. 

Fenves has made diversity and inclusion a priority, successfully leading UT 
Austin to the U.S. Supreme Court to defend the educational benefits of 
diversity in higher education in the landmark Fisher case. And he has been 
deeply engaged with UT Austin students throughout his presidency. 

Fenves is married to Carmel Martinez Fenves, a textile artist and former 
small business owner. They have two adult daughters, a son-in-law and one 
granddaughter, all of whom live in Austin.

Emory Professor Wins 
Pulitzer Prize for Poetry   

Jericho Brown, Emory’s Winship 
Distinguished Research 
Professor in Creative Writing, 
has won the Pulitzer Prize for 

Poetry for his latest collection, “The 
Tradition.” 

The 2020 Pulitzer Prizes were 
announced May 4. The prize for poetry 
is given annually to a “distinguished 
volume of original verse by an 
American author.” In selecting Brown’s 
book for the honor, the Pulitzer board 
called it “a collection of masterful 
lyrics that combine delicacy with 
historical urgency in their loving 
evocation of bodies vulnerable to 
hostility and violence.” 

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3
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Classic 1925 Georgian

Natalie Gregory & Co. 
m. 404.550.5113
o. 404.668.6621
natalie.gregory@compass.com
 |  nataliegregoryandco

NatalieGregory.com

Maximize the Value of Your Home
With Compass Concierge, I can help you sell your home faster and  
for a higher price. From painting to flooring, Concierge helps transform 
your home with zero upfront costs and no interest.

compass.com/concierge/natalie-gregory

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information 
is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the 
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed 
as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

Sited on 1.5 acres, in Atlanta’s most 
scenic neighborhood. This historic 
stunner is newly renovated to offer  
the best of tasteful and tranquil living. 

Druid Hills
1088 Lullwater Road NE
6 BD | 5.5 BA | 7,103 SF
Offered at $2,150,000
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Clifton Community Partnership Update is a publication of KDA & Tlehs. Subject matter published is the opinion of the author and does not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of the publisher of this newsletter. Professional advice should be obtained before making any decision in which a professional is readily 
available. Advertisers assume responsibility for the content of the ads placed in this publication. Material published may not be reproduced without the 
written permission of KDA & Tlehs.

The contents of this newsletter are provided for the members of the Emory Clifton neighborhood as a courtesy only.  No representations are made as to 
information presented, the quality of the goods or services advertised, or the veracity of the statements relating to the goods and services. The printing of 
opinions, information or advertisements does not constitute an endorsement by the neighborhood of such opinions, information, goods or services.

CONTACT US TODAY
770-623-6220

sales@kda-communications.com

Investigators currently anticipate enrolling more than 1,000 participants 
involving 100 US and international sites.

NIAID, part of the National Institutes of Health, said the randomized, 
controlled clinical trial to evaluate the safety and efficacy of the treatment 
regimen had begun and is now enrolling hospitalized patients with COVID-19 
in the United States.

Baricitinib, typically used to treat rheumatoid arthritis, is a readily available 
oral treatment sold under the brand name Olumiant. Remdesivir is the 
antiviral recently described by Anthony Fauci, the director of NIAID, as the 
new standard of care in treating patients hospitalized with COVID-19 after 
preliminary data showed people with advanced coronavirus infection and lung 
involvement recovered faster than similar people who received placebo.

With the pandemic continuing across the globe, a group of Emory scientists, 
faculty and nurses have worked tirelessly to search for treatments that 
could help COVID-19 patients. Based on initial data, they believed the anti-
inflammatory traits of the Lilly drug could prove useful in COVID-19 treatment.

As a result, Emory is taking part in the ongoing NIH-sponsored ACTT to 
evaluate the safety and efficacy of a treatment regimen of remdesivir, plus 
baricitinib, in patients hospitalized with COVID-19. All participants in this trial, 
called ACTT 2, will receive remdesivir or remdesivir with baricitinib.

There is an urgent need for new strategies to help hospitalized COVID-19 
patients, many of whom will progress to respiratory failure. This NIAID study 
presents an important opportunity to test whether baricitinib can help these 

patients who are desperate for effective therapies.

COVID-19 starts as an upper respiratory tract infection, often indistinguishable 
from other more common respiratory tract infections. First detected in Wuhan, 
China, the novel coronavirus has spread rapidly around the globe.

(Note:  This article was originally published by Emory’s Woodruff Health 
Sciences Center on May 8.  For updates on this trial and on additional COVID 
coverage at Emory, please visit news.emory.edu).

COVID-19 Clinical Trial

Continued from cover

Pulitzer Prize

In short and deceptively simple lines, Brown’s poems in 
“The Tradition” explore the growing existence of trauma as 
part of an American culture both accustomed to ignoring 
evil – and unable to make change without taking the risk to 
acknowledge the pain it causes.

The Pulitzer Prize for Poetry is the latest honor for Brown, 
who previously has been named the recipient of a Whiting 
Writers Award, a National Endowment for the Arts 
Fellowship and a Guggenheim Fellowship. He was a finalist 
for the 2019 National Book Award for Poetry.  
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Transformative Solar Power 
Agreement to Help Reduce 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Emory University will install more 
than 15,000 solar panels across 16 
buildings on its Druid Hills campus, 
which will generate approximately 10 

percent of Emory’s peak energy requirements 
and reduce Emory’s greenhouse gas emissions 
by about 4,300 metric tons. The project is a 
20-year agreement to install 5.5. megawatts 
(MW) of solar generation across campus. 

Various Emory rooftops and parking decks will 
soon be home to an array of solar photovoltaic 
panels, converting campus into a signifi cant site 
for clean energy supporting Emory’s carbon 
commitment.

The investment supports Emory’s newly 
revised greenhouse gas emissions goals, which 
now mirror the latest science articulated by 
the United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change, that requires a 45 percent 
reduction by 2030 and net zero emissions by 
2050. 

The project is a crucial step for Emory to reach 
its sustainability goals to generate at least 10 
percent of energy on campus through clean 
energy alternatives like solar, furthering Emory’s 
eff orts toward 100 percent clean energy in 
partnership with the City of Atlanta by 2035. 
Through this project, Emory will have one of the 
largest deployments of on-site solar power at a 
higher education institution in the Southeast.

The initiative includes installation of more than 
15,000 solar photovoltaic panels on building 
rooftops and parking structures across Emory as 

part of a Solar Energy Procurement Agreement 
(SEPA), an arrangement made legal in Georgia in 
2015 that allows a private investor to install, own 
and maintain solar panels with Emory buying 
the power at rates lower than charged by the 
utility. Construction began in May. 

The following campus buildings are slated for 
solar panel installations.

Phase 1
• 1599 Clifton Road Parking Deck

• Clairmont Residential Center Parking 
Deck

• Clairmont Starvine Parking Deck

• Conference Center Parking Deck

• Fishburne Parking Deck

• Peavine North Parking Deck

• Peavine South Parking Deck

• 1599 Clifton Road Building

• Emory Law – Gambrell Hall

• Heath Sciences Research Building I

• White Hall

Phase 2
• Gambrell Parking Deck

• Lowergate East Parking Deck

• Michael Street Parking Deck

• Physician Parking Deck

• Undergraduate Residential Center 
Parking Deck

Emory’s Peavine parking decks are 
among the 16 campus buildings 
currently slated for solar panel 

installation. 

Geneticist Elected 
to Prestigious 
National Academy 
of Sciences 

Victor Corces, 
a world-
renowned 
geneticist 

and distinguished Emory 
educator, was elected to 
the prestigious National 
Academy of Sciences.

Election to the NAS 
is a high professional 
distinction bestowed 
to those who 
demonstrate outstanding 
contributions to research. Scientists are elected by 
their peers to NAS, which is charged with providing 
independent, objective advice to the nation on matters 
related to science and technology.

Corces was one of 120 members and 20 international 
members elected to the NAS in “recognition of their 
distinguished and continuing achievements in original 
research,” according to the academy. 

With a background in biochemistry, molecular biology 
and genetics, Corces has been a pioneer in epigenetics, 
genomics and computational biology. Beyond the lab, 
he is a beloved professor on campus, having taught 
Developmental Biology to undergraduate students for 13 
years. He has also mentored 26 graduate students and 29 
postdoctoral fellows, and created a program to teach and 
train disadvantaged high school students.

Corces, PhD, is a Professor in the Department of Human 
Genetics at Emory School of Medicine. He is also a member 
of the Cell and Molecular Biology Research Program at 
Winship Cancer Institute and the HERCULES Exposome 
Research Center in the Rollins School of Public Health.

The National Academy of Science was established under 
a congressional charter signed by President Abraham 
Lincoln in 1863. It recognizes achievement in science by 
election to membership, and — with the National Academy 
of Engineering and the National Academy of Medicine — 
provides science, engineering, and health policy advice to 
the federal government and other organizations.
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“I cannot thank you enough for FSA during this time of turmoil. 
I have no doubt that my daughter will come out of this 
experience with little to no detriment to her education. 

It is a credit to all that you do! Your planning and 
communication in this time has been invaluable.” 

– Friends School Parent

The Friends School of Atlanta is a small school grounded 
in such enduring values as community and simplicity, 
guiding quick shifts in teaching modes in the time of 

Covid-19 while continuing to provide an education that 
not only prepares students to excel at higher levels of 

learning, but also empowers them with the conscience, 
conviction and compassion to change the world. 

Accepting applications for the 2020-2021 school year. 

862 Columbia Drive, Decatur, GA 30030  
404-373-8746  •  friendsschoolatlanta.org

PreK3 - 8th Grade
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Emory Commencement 
2020  

Emory’s 175th Commencement celebrated the extraordinary achievements of 
the Class of 2020, as this year’s resilient graduates prepare to step forward to 
meet the needs of a rapidly changing world.

This year, Emory’s Commencement and conferral of degrees was presented 
for the fi rst time on the interactive “Y/our Moment” website — a digital platform that 
invited the engagement of graduates, their friends and family members, faculty, staff  
and alumni, and other members of the worldwide Emory community now separated by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The May 11 ceremony featured a good deal of pomp despite the circumstances, 
upholding cherished Emory traditions, including processional music by members of the 
Atlanta Pipe and Drum band, a performance of Emory’s alma mater by the student a 
cappella group No Strings Attached, and welcoming remarks by Emory President Claire 
E. Sterk, who acknowledged that, like everyone, her wish was that Commencement 
could have been held on the Emory Quadrangle.

Praising their accomplishments, resilience and leadership, Sterk conferred degrees upon 
4,900 graduates from across the nine schools that comprise Emory University. A total 
of 4,976 degrees — including 76 joint degrees — were conferred upon students from 52 
U.S. states and territories and 94 foreign countries, according to Emory’s Offi  ce of the 
Registrar.

President Sterk addressed the Class of 2020 via video and 
offi  cially conferred their degrees

Ace Hardware of Toco Hills

Grill Roast Smoke Bake

2983 N Druid Hills Rd (404) 325-8000 (next to Publix)

To all of our dedicated neighbors working in hospitals, 
grocery stores, home services, restaurants, our 
teachers, and other essential workers keeping 

us going through this uncertain time, 

we thank you.

CDC Update 
on Redesigned 
Main Entrance

CDC construction on the 
Roybal Campus continues 
on track during the 
pandemic with safety 

of construction staff  and employees 
top of mind. With only essential staff  
on campus and less traffi  c on Clifton 
Corridor, CDC is making great progress 
on infrastructure upgrades and main gate improvements. Barring 
unforeseen supply chain shortages or weather delays, CDC 
Parkway enhancements, Clifton School parking lot upgrades, and 
new guardhouses will be complete by mid-June. 

On the east side of campus at Houston Mill Road, the East Parking 
Deck construction is also on target for completion by late fall 
2020. An aerial photo of CDC Parkway shows progress as of May 
5, 2020.
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SMARTER WATER: 
Five Years with WaterHub 

In just fi ve years, Emory’s WaterHub 
has reclaimed and recycled more 
than 300 million gallons of campus 
wastewater—and captured interest 

across the globe. 

Every day, colonies of ravenous 
microorganisms—dwelling within the 
dense root systems of hydroponically grown 
plants—help clean and repurpose nearly 
400,000 gallons of campus wastewater for 
non-potable uses. These colonies are just 
one of the complex biological processes that 
make up Emory’s cutting-edge WaterHub.

Five years ago, the WaterHub became the 
fi rst facility of its kind in the U.S. to harness 
the power of nature to recycle water for 
heating laboratories, cooling classrooms and 
fl ushing toilets in residence halls. 

Today, it provides for nearly 40 percent of 
Emory’s total campus water needs.  It is also 
modeling a more resilient and sustainable 
alternative to traditional sewage treatments. 
More than 300 million gallons of wastewater 
have been processed at the WaterHub since 
April 2015.

Developed through a private-academic 
partnership with eco-engineering fi rm 
Sustainable Water, Emory’s WaterHub was 
constructed on a modest campus footprint, 
operating within two facilities situated off  

Peavine Creek Drive. On one side of the 
road resides what looks like a lush, plant-
fi lled greenhouse, while across the street sit 
concrete processing tanks that, to the naked 
eye, appear to be large, ornamental planting 
beds. 

Together, they house a fl ourishing 
ecosystem—a dense web of real and 
synthetic plant roots that support critical 
microbial habitat for millions of naturally 
occurring microorganisms that digest the 
organic matter in campus wastewater.

Once water fl ows through a series of natural 
earth and plant bioreactors at both sites, 
it returns to the greenhouse for ultraviolet 
light sterilization and chlorination. Recycled 
water is distributed back to campus via a 
4,400-linear-foot long network of distinctive 
purple pipes, destined for steam and chiller 
plants—which heat and cool over 70 
buildings—and for toilet fl ushing in select 
residence halls, where the reclaimed water is 
tinted a subtle blue hue.

All told, the treatment cycle—which is quiet 
and odorless—takes about 12 to 18 hours.

The system also off ers a safety net: In 
the event of regional water disruptions, a 
50,000-gallon underground emergency clean 
water reserve remains available for campus 
heating and cooling.

How Does It Work?
Here’s a seven-step process that shows how sewage 
water enters the WaterHub and comes out clean 
enough to be used in Emory’s steam plant and three 
campus chiller plants, as well as select residence hall 
toilets: 

STEP 1 – First, the WaterHub collects wastewater from 
sites around campus.

STEP 2 – At the greenhouse facility, the water is then 
pumped through bioreactors that introduce colonies of 
microbes and then through hydroponic bio-habitats.

STEP 3 – Microorganisms consume nutrients, 
converting blackwater (from toilets) and graywater 
(from sinks, showers, dishwashers, etc.) into high-
quality reclaimed water.

STEP 4 – Some of this water (about 2,500 gallons 
daily) is next pumped to a nearby reciprocating 
wetland, which mirrors the ebb and fl ow of tidal 
marshes—home to more waste-eating microorganisms.

STEP 5 – A small amount of solid matter is recycled 
into the sewer system.  

STEP 6 – Recycled water is clarifi ed, fi ltered, and 
disinfected by ultraviolet light.

STEP 7 – It’s then distributed through special purple 
pipes to campus steam and chiller plants, as well as to 
some buildings for toilet fl ushing. The entire treatment 
process takes 12 to 18 hours.

Who we are … 
For more detailed 
information on any of the 
articles inside the Community 
Update, please contact:

Betty Willis, Sr. AVP 
Governmental & Community Aff airs, Emory 
University Executive Director for Clifton Community 
Partnership 
betty.willis@emory.edu
404.727.5312

David Payne, Associate Vice President, 
Planning and Engagement 
david.payne@emory.edu
404.727.0996

The Community Update is a quarterly newsletter published by the Clifton Community Partnership and 
Emory University. The goal of the Partnership is to improve the quality of life in the Clifton community. 
Feedback and story ideas are welcomed. Please visit the Community Partnership Community Calendar
(http://cliftoncommunitypartnership.org/calendar.html) for local events and programs of interest.
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Whether you’re not selling your 
house for ten years, or you’re 
selling your house next week, 
there are many small home 
improvements to make your 

house “new.” The most popular time to 
sell a house is in April, May and June, so 
it is a good time to start thinking about 
these changes. Renovating and staging can 
seem intimidating, but these improvements 
can definitely be done with the help of 
research and online tutorials. Also, keep in 
mind that these changes are an investment 
for both you and your future buyer. 

THE FRONT DOOR & FRONT PORCH

The front door is the first thing potential 
buys see when they are looking to buy a 
house. You can improve their impression 
by coating your front door with a fresh coat 

of the same color or painting your front 
door a new color. Both are great options 
because they make your door look fresh 
and memorable. The front porch is also 
important because it helps buyers feel 
invited to your house and helps set the 
stage. Atlanta Perimeter realtor, Connie 
B. Martin, suggests to buyers that “curb 
appeal reflects the buyer’s impression inside 
a home.” Martin suggests that buyers do 
neighborhood “drivebys” to make sure 
they like the community “feel” before a 
property makes it on her showing list.

PAINTING

The first indoor update to think about is 
adding a fresh coat of paint. Easily done 
with a paint, a paintbrush, and ladder, this 
is a great way to freshen up your house 
for the market. Go for a neutral color, like 

white, beige or light gray, charcoal or light 
blue. Avoid colors that are “in” or wallpaper 
trends. Trends can go quickly out of style 
and they may not appeal to the buyer’s 
taste. Buyers also find it easier to picture 
themselves living in a house with neutral 
walls. Neutral walls also make rooms 
seem larger, cleaner and more appealing.

THE BATHROOM

Remodeling the bathroom is a good decision 
to matter how small, how big, how old, or 
how modern it is. Include changes such as 
re-caulking the tub, replacing or changing 
the vanity, and replacing the faucet. To 
splurge, you may want to install new floor 
or wall tiles. A good bathroom can impress 
a buyer and increase the resale value.

DECLUTTERING

Decluttering can invoke some stress, but 
the aftereffects are proven to provide more 
happiness to mental and physical health. 
It is also a great way to make your house 
more sellable. Clearing out closets and 
other storage areas will help your home 
appear roomier and make it easier for 
others to picture themselves living in your 
home. Try to reduce excess belongings, as 
they make it harder for potential buyers to 
envision themselves in the space. Martin 
says, “Decluttering is the first step before 
any staging can happen.  Start packing 
away those keepsakes or items you don’t 
need very often. You’re going to be moving 
and need to pack anyway, so you might as 
well start now.” Adding to this happiness, 
decluttering is inexpensive and can make 

your house a lot more attractable for buyers. 
Spread the happiness and the cleanliness!

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Research shows that the addition of energy 
efficient systems in recent years has 
improved resale value for buyers’ homes. 
If your home is 15 years old or more, 
consider these changes: replace failing water 
heaters with on-demand systems, add attic 
insulation, update lighting fixtures and 
replace old appliances, like the refrigerator 
and dishwasher, with new ones to bring your 
home closer to current energy standards.

COUNTERTOPS MATTER

Countertops are highly visible, so fixing 
them up is a safe measure to take. Keep 
in mind that countertops are a highly 

personal choice — what you like won’t 
be necessarily what everyone else likes. 
Common countertops seen in houses are 
granite, laminate, a solid surface, or quartz.

FLOORING AND CARPETING

Installing hardwood floors and replacing 
worn carpet can increase buying value and 
impress potential buyers. For a cheaper 
option, you can refine your hardwood floors 
or install vinyl floors to still give your house 
a finished look. Make sure not to install a 
patterned tile that only appeals to you.

REFINISHING THE BASEMENT

Yes, this is expensive and time-consuming, 
but this renovation will impress buyers 
the most and return more than any other 
sale during an update. When remodeling a 
basement, closely inspect the foundation 
walls and floors for any cracks. You can 
add a ready-to-use engineered wood 
subfloor to create a comfortable and dry 
living space. Create a thorough design 
and make sure not to build directly on top 
of concrete slab. Good insulation and an 
effective drainage system are great add-ons 
for any successfully modeled basement.

LANDSCAPING

What’s indoors is important, but the 
outdoors is just as vital. A fresh and neat 
landscape will look attractive to buyers, as it 
makes it seem homeowners are dependable 
and caring. When I asked Atlanta Perimeter 
area Realtor® Connie Martin what stands 
out to her the most about a property, she 
replied, “The outdoor landscape. How well 
property appears to be maintained tells the 
hidden story of how well the property NOT 
on display is maintained.” A landscape is 
essentially the first view the buyer has of the 
property, so it creates an impression before 
they even enter the house. Make buyers 
happy by removing any high maintenance 
plants or trees, clearing weeds, edging your 
sidewalks and driveway, trimming trees 
and bushes, and fertilizing your yard.

to Implement Prior to Selling

Home
to Implement Prior to Selling

HomeHome
ImprovementsImprovements

Submitted by Michelle Manganiello

Article written by Michelle 
Manganiello. Michelle is a junior 
at the University of Georgia, where 
she currently pursues two degrees in 
English and Romance Languages. 

She looks forward to working in communications 
or book publishing after graduating. Please contact 
manganiellomichelle@gmail.com for all other inquiries.

Renovating and staging can 
seem intimidating, but these 
improvements can definitely 
be done with the help of 
research and online tutorials.
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Whether you’re not selling your 
house for ten years, or you’re 
selling your house next week, 
there are many small home 
improvements to make your 

house “new.” The most popular time to 
sell a house is in April, May and June, so 
it is a good time to start thinking about 
these changes. Renovating and staging can 
seem intimidating, but these improvements 
can definitely be done with the help of 
research and online tutorials. Also, keep in 
mind that these changes are an investment 
for both you and your future buyer. 

THE FRONT DOOR & FRONT PORCH

The front door is the first thing potential 
buys see when they are looking to buy a 
house. You can improve their impression 
by coating your front door with a fresh coat 

of the same color or painting your front 
door a new color. Both are great options 
because they make your door look fresh 
and memorable. The front porch is also 
important because it helps buyers feel 
invited to your house and helps set the 
stage. Atlanta Perimeter realtor, Connie 
B. Martin, suggests to buyers that “curb 
appeal reflects the buyer’s impression inside 
a home.” Martin suggests that buyers do 
neighborhood “drivebys” to make sure 
they like the community “feel” before a 
property makes it on her showing list.

PAINTING

The first indoor update to think about is 
adding a fresh coat of paint. Easily done 
with a paint, a paintbrush, and ladder, this 
is a great way to freshen up your house 
for the market. Go for a neutral color, like 

white, beige or light gray, charcoal or light 
blue. Avoid colors that are “in” or wallpaper 
trends. Trends can go quickly out of style 
and they may not appeal to the buyer’s 
taste. Buyers also find it easier to picture 
themselves living in a house with neutral 
walls. Neutral walls also make rooms 
seem larger, cleaner and more appealing.

THE BATHROOM

Remodeling the bathroom is a good decision 
to matter how small, how big, how old, or 
how modern it is. Include changes such as 
re-caulking the tub, replacing or changing 
the vanity, and replacing the faucet. To 
splurge, you may want to install new floor 
or wall tiles. A good bathroom can impress 
a buyer and increase the resale value.

DECLUTTERING

Decluttering can invoke some stress, but 
the aftereffects are proven to provide more 
happiness to mental and physical health. 
It is also a great way to make your house 
more sellable. Clearing out closets and 
other storage areas will help your home 
appear roomier and make it easier for 
others to picture themselves living in your 
home. Try to reduce excess belongings, as 
they make it harder for potential buyers to 
envision themselves in the space. Martin 
says, “Decluttering is the first step before 
any staging can happen.  Start packing 
away those keepsakes or items you don’t 
need very often. You’re going to be moving 
and need to pack anyway, so you might as 
well start now.” Adding to this happiness, 
decluttering is inexpensive and can make 

your house a lot more attractable for buyers. 
Spread the happiness and the cleanliness!

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Research shows that the addition of energy 
efficient systems in recent years has 
improved resale value for buyers’ homes. 
If your home is 15 years old or more, 
consider these changes: replace failing water 
heaters with on-demand systems, add attic 
insulation, update lighting fixtures and 
replace old appliances, like the refrigerator 
and dishwasher, with new ones to bring your 
home closer to current energy standards.

COUNTERTOPS MATTER

Countertops are highly visible, so fixing 
them up is a safe measure to take. Keep 
in mind that countertops are a highly 

personal choice — what you like won’t 
be necessarily what everyone else likes. 
Common countertops seen in houses are 
granite, laminate, a solid surface, or quartz.

FLOORING AND CARPETING

Installing hardwood floors and replacing 
worn carpet can increase buying value and 
impress potential buyers. For a cheaper 
option, you can refine your hardwood floors 
or install vinyl floors to still give your house 
a finished look. Make sure not to install a 
patterned tile that only appeals to you.

REFINISHING THE BASEMENT

Yes, this is expensive and time-consuming, 
but this renovation will impress buyers 
the most and return more than any other 
sale during an update. When remodeling a 
basement, closely inspect the foundation 
walls and floors for any cracks. You can 
add a ready-to-use engineered wood 
subfloor to create a comfortable and dry 
living space. Create a thorough design 
and make sure not to build directly on top 
of concrete slab. Good insulation and an 
effective drainage system are great add-ons 
for any successfully modeled basement.

LANDSCAPING

What’s indoors is important, but the 
outdoors is just as vital. A fresh and neat 
landscape will look attractive to buyers, as it 
makes it seem homeowners are dependable 
and caring. When I asked Atlanta Perimeter 
area Realtor® Connie Martin what stands 
out to her the most about a property, she 
replied, “The outdoor landscape. How well 
property appears to be maintained tells the 
hidden story of how well the property NOT 
on display is maintained.” A landscape is 
essentially the first view the buyer has of the 
property, so it creates an impression before 
they even enter the house. Make buyers 
happy by removing any high maintenance 
plants or trees, clearing weeds, edging your 
sidewalks and driveway, trimming trees 
and bushes, and fertilizing your yard.

to Implement Prior to Selling

HomeHome
ImprovementsImprovements

Submitted by Michelle Manganiello

Article written by Michelle 
Manganiello. Michelle is a junior 
at the University of Georgia, where 
she currently pursues two degrees in 
English and Romance Languages. 

She looks forward to working in communications 
or book publishing after graduating. Please contact 
manganiellomichelle@gmail.com for all other inquiries.

Renovating and staging can 
seem intimidating, but these 
improvements can definitely 
be done with the help of 
research and online tutorials.
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Sponsors eager for your business!
The following are sponsors* in other community newsletters published 
by KDA & Tlehs Publishing. BOLD LISTINGS  have an advertisement 
in this publication.   (* Included sponsors have met purchase criteria.)

A/C & Heating
Anytime Heating & Cooling, Inc. 678-606-9020
Dayco Systems 770-919-9509
Gagne Heating & Air Conditioning 678-221-4328
Neese-Jones Heating and Cooling 678-856-4785
Precision Heating & Air 770-445-0870
Shumate Air Conditioning & Heating 678-584-0880
Superior Indoor Comfort 770-664-9098
Zen Air 678-883-7868

Accountants
Signature Accounting Services, LLC. 770-975-1609

Assisted Living
Manor Lake BridgeMill 678-990-5055
Overlook at Cedarcrest Assisted Living 770-715-4460
Tapestry House Assisted Living 770-649-0808
The Arbor at Bridgemill 770-545-6736
The Mansions at Sandy Springs 678-684-6990

Bakeries
Alpine Bakery & Trattoria 404-410-1400

Cleaning Services
House Cleaning Specialist, Inc 770-975-4995
Prestige Maids 770-807-9949

Concrete Leveling
Advance Concrete Leveling 678-235-9322

Concrete Replacement
McKemey Concrete & Hardscapes 678-914-2576

Consignment
Finders Keepers 404-296-0285

Dentist
32 Dental 770-423-1132
Acworth Dental 770-974-4146
BridgeMill Dentistry (Scott Merritt, DMD) 678-877-7975
Cherokee Children's Dentistry 770-479-1717
Cumming Dental Associates 404-408-9811
Distinctive Dentistry 770-445-6606
Esthetic Dental Solutions 678-352-1333
Family Dentistry at Seven Hills 678-574-4837
Northpoint Dental 678-274-6987
Swords & Phelps Dentistry 770-479-3713

Design & Build Services
HammerSmith, Inc. 404-377-1021

Electrical Service
Arc Angel Electric Corp 770-889-9243
ServiceWise Electric, LLC 404-704-4903
Shumate Electrical Services 678-584-0880

Event Planning
Alpharetta Convention & Visitors Bureau 678-297-2811

Fitness Centers
Senergy Fitness 470-282-5225

Flooring
BCAL Floors, LLC 770-652-6948
Hardwood Flooring Services 770-713-3894

Garage Doors
Platinum Overhead Door 678-329-3100

Golf Courses
Club Corp Golf Clubs 770-389-2000

Golf Equipment & Supplies
Golf Cars of Canton 678-880-1156

Granite
UCI Kitchen & Bath 770-441-1681

Gutters
Painting Plus - Gutters 404-382-9988

Handyman
Shumate Handyman Services 678-584-0880

Hardware Stores
Ace Hardware of Toco Hills 404-325-8000

Home Builder
Horizon at Laurel Canyon 770-254-5357
Stonecrest Homes GA, LLC 404-734-8881

Home Exterior Makeover
Exovations-Home Exterior Makeover 770-205-2995

Home Furnishings
ARIANA Home Furnishings & Design 678-807-7422
Cotton Mill Exchange 770-992-9294

Home Improvements
Advanced Stucco Repair, Inc 770-592-1597
Exovations 770-205-2995
GHIR Construction 404-922-7379

Hospital
Northside Hospital Gwinnett 678-312-8400

Insurance
State Farm-Matt Cresap 770-982-0064

Insurance Consultant
The Upton Agency 770-361-6570

Landscape Lighting
Georgia LightScapes 404-369-0199
Landscape Lighting Systems, Inc. 678-331-3060

Landscaping
Stone Edge Landscapes 678-421-4763

Lawn Care
Galaxy Landscapes 678-879-8786

Medical Clinic
Village Podiatry Center-Dr.Mike Laur 678-403-7000

Nursery
Autumn Hill Nursery 770-442-3901

Painting
Chris Brown Painting & Home Repair 770-323-3148
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203
Mendez Painting Specialist LLC 770-772-9677
Painting Plus 404-382-9988
Verge Painting and Siding 678-331-1102

Pest Control
Hole-In-One Pest Solutions 770-445-2215

Physicians
Morrow Family Medicine 770-781-8004

Plumbing
Bryan Plumbing Services 770-826-5277
Northside Plumbing 770-272-2558
Quick-Pro Plumbing 678-478-1534
Serv'all Plumbing & Rooter Service 770-917-1852
Shumate Plumbing Services 678-584-0880
T.K. & Sons Plumbing 770-529-0799
The Plumbers Guild 404-694-5128

Pre-Schools & Kindergarten
Omega Learning Center-Acworth 770-792-7431

Propane Service
Gas Incorporated 770-720-1378

Real Estate
Atlanta Communities-Carl Hawthorne 404-403-1789
Atlanta Communities-Jennifer and Associates 770-529-7780
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services-Blumer 678-493-9354
Better Homes & Gardens RE-LaVista Hills
Team

404-932-5771
Coldwell Banker-Sherry Warner 404-784-8848
Compass Realty-Natalie Gregory Team 404-373-0076
Cory & Co. Realty 404-564-5595
Harry Norman Realtors-Pam Hughes 404-626-3604
Harry Norman-Morton 678-461-8700
JW Collection Brokers LLC 770-809-6013
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Keller Williams Realty-Cynthia Baer 678-358-3369
Remax Around Atlanta-Falkin 770-330-2374
Russ Robinson Atlanta Communities 770-335-7677
Sever Group Properties 678-849-6884

Remodeling
GCI Basements 404-569-8794
Serv'all Plumbing-Remodeling 770-917-1852
Southeast Construction Concepts/Rooster's
Markets

706-301-5609
Restaurants

Luna Maya 770-720-4999
Retaining Walls

Ben Hopkins LLC 770-827-5627
Retirement Community

Soleil Laurel Canyon 678-880-3071
Roofing

Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting 770-346-0203
Exovations-Roofing 770-205-2955
Generation Roofing 770-733-3517

Schools-Private
McGinnis Woods Country Day School 770-664-7764
The Friends School of Atlanta 404-373-8746

Siding
Exovations-Siding 770-205-2995
Painting Plus - Siding 404-474-3464

Stucco Repair
Advanced Stucco Repair-Stucco Repair 770-592-1597

Tree Service
LTRC-Landscape Tree Removal Company 404-288-5872
The Davey Tree Expert Company 770-451-7911

Water Heaters
Serv'all Plumbing-Water Heaters 770-917-1852

Window Cleaning
Squeegee Clean 770-924-9173

Window Replacement
Exovations-Window Replacements 770-205-2995

Wrought Iron Railing
Mind's Eye Fabrication 770-363-4561
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(404) 694-5128

WE ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL YOUR

PLUMBING REQUIREMENTS

✓ Home Plumbing Repair
✓ Leak Detection and Water Line Repair
✓ Commercial Plumbing and Repair

Please call our 24-hour emergency hotline number
if you have any plumbing emergencies.

10 Executive park west, 567, Brookhaven, GA 30329
corey@atlantaplumbersguild.com

TREE PRUNING, SOIL ENHANCEMENT, 
PLANTING, AND REMOVAL 

CALL FOR FREE WOOD CHIPS!

8
During these uncertain times, 
HammerSmith is here for you 
and your family. We provide 

safe, essential services, 
architectural designs and 
home renovations. Start 

planning today for how to  
live better in a changed world. 



JUST LISTED  184 PINECREST AVENUE
5 Bedrooms | 2.5 Bathrooms | Classic 1930’s Two-Story Glendale Estates Home

FOR SALE  1251 BRIARCLIFF ROAD
$595,000 In HISTORIC DRUID HILLS

Harry Norman, REALTORS® The Intown Office | 1518 Monroe Drive NE, Suite E | Atlanta, GA 30324 | 404-897-5558 | HarryNorman.com 
 Information is believed to be accurate, but is not warranted.  Offers subject to errors, changes, omissions, prior sales, and withdrawals without notice.

                               Service, Gold Phoenix 
Experience isn’t Expensive, it’s Priceless

PAM HUGHES  REALTOR®
C: 404-626-3604  O: 404-897-5558  Pam.Hughes@HarryNorman.com

MARY HALLENBERG  REALTOR®
C: 678-409-2939  
O: 404-897-5558  

Mary.Hallenberg@HarryNorman.com


